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Altofts Methodist Church 
www.altoftsmethodist.org.uk 

Holy Week and Easter 

Monday  
29 March 

7:30pm Holy Week Service (Altofts) 
Rev. Barry Lotz 

Tuesday 
30 March 

7:30pm Holy Week Service (Normanton) 
Rev. Barry Lotz 

Wednesday 
31 March 

7:30pm Holy Week Service (Streethouse) 
Rev. Barry Lotz 

Maundy Thursday 
1 April 

7:30pm Maundy Thursday Communion (Altofts) 
Rev. Barry Lotz 

Good Friday 
2 April 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
 

2:00pm 
 

7:00pm 

Service at Normanton 
Rev. Barry Lotz 
Walk of Witness 
from outside the Baptist Chapel 
Good Friday Service at Altofts 
Rev. Barry Lotz and the Worship Leaders 
Stations of the Cross 
at Normanton Methodist Church 

Easter Sunday 
4 April 

8:30am 

 
 

10:45am 

 
6:00pm 

Communion followed by breakfast 
at Normanton MC 
Rev. Barry Lotz 

Morning Service and Junior Church 
Mr. Peter Cookson 
Evening Communion Service 
Rev. Barry Lotz 
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Deuteronomy 26:11 ñThen you, 

together with the Levites and the 

aliens who reside among you, shall 

celebrate with all the bounty that the 

LORD your God has given to you 

and to your house.ò 

This is the last verse in the Old 

Testament lesson on the First Sunday 

of Lent. And a very odd verse it is 

too, to be reading in Lent. 

Traditionally, we associate Lent with 

denial of, especially food, but other 

things too. Some people will stop 

going to the movies or turn down the 

heating a bit. People will give up 

things that are pleasurable or which 

they enjoy with a view to 

remembering the pain and suffering 

that Jesus faces immediately before 

and at his crucifixion. 

In more recent years, there has 

been a move away from seeing Lent 

as a time of deprivation to a time of 

discipline. The idea then becomes 

that we do not so much deprive 

ourselves food or warmth or 

enjoyment, but limit ourselves in our 

consumption so that we can 

appreciate what we have. In this way 

we hope to encourage ourselves to 

not take for granted the abundance of 

food and leisure we have. This also 

allows us to be mindful of those who 

do not share in the wealth we 

participate in. 

But the reading from 

Deuteronomy, right at the beginning 

of Lent seems to be talking about 

neither deprivation nor discipline. 

That chapter begins with the 

command or instruction that when the 

people have settled in the land given 

to them by God, they are then as a 

token of their appreciation, to take the 

first fruits in a basket to ñthe place the 

Ministerõs Letter 

Continued on page 2 
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Ministerõs Letter 
Lord God will choose as a dwellingò 

ï the temple. Once there the 

command instructs them to recognize 

their origins, which are very humble 

ï ñA wandering Aramean was my 

ancestorò (26:5). Some see in this 

verse about the wandering Aramean 

(probably a reference to Abraham), a 

reference to the unsettled past of the 

people of God. It seems that the 

people, who are now settled and 

prosperous farmers, are challenged to 

remember that things have not always 

been like this, and by implication, 

may not always remain like this. 

Though settled now, they may be on 

the move again. They may be hungry 

again. Worse, they may become 

slaves again as they were in Egypt, so 

the passage reminds them to recite: 

ñWhen the Egyptians treated us 

harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 

hard labour on us, we cried to the 

LORDò (26:6f). They remember their 

plight. They remember their past 

suffering. They remember their 

present state of comfort. They 

remember, and they give thanks to 

God. 

It is well for us to remember that 

Lent is not about deprivation, though 

we may remember deprivation we 

have experienced and the deprivation 

of others. This passage reminds us 

that we are not to squander what we 

have, even if we have never had a lot. 

It is about remembering. Lent too is 

about remembering, and it is also 

about doing. Those settled in the land 

had to take their first-fruits to the 

temple. Take them there and enjoy 

them there. Enjoy them with the 

Levites and others in need. Fully 

enjoy them there. 

And the others in need? They shall 

be given in their need and they too, 

shall celebrate. And they are able to 

celebrate because those who have this 

bounty are willing to recognize that it 

belongs to them all. And if the bounty 

is withheld from those who need, 

well, thatôs just what happened in 

Egypt. 

And, by the way, the people offer 

ñfirst-fruitsò ï not because it was the 

first to be harvested, but because it 

represents the whole crop, everything 

in the harvest. 

Today, in Lent and at Easter, we 

remember and we do, which is 

prayer. May your Lent and Easter be 

joyfully spent in prayer. 

 

 

 

     Rev. Barry Lotz. 

GTS March 2010 7 

Church Family News  

adulthood at a time when she couldnôt 

easily support his move from boy to 

man, with its risks of taking the 

wrong path, and the burdens upon her 

more than willing family, which she 

couldnôt help placing and would 

rather carry herself, looked me 

straight in the eyes and said óDo you 

believe in God?ô.  This was a point 

blank question that needed an answer 

not a philosophical discussion.  I 

answered that I did.  óYesô she said óI 

do too.  You have to really, donôt 

you.  In the end there is nothing else.ô 

Two kinds of trust and in the end I 

think I know which has to be the 

more powerful. 

 

 Meg Barratt 

Meg Barratt  

Funerals 

15 December 2009  Mr. John Smart, age 79 of Churchfield Croft 

6 January 2010    Mrs. Enid Parkinson, age 76 of High Green Road  

23 February 2010   Mrs. Joan Hodges, of Coronation Avenue 

New Circuit Update  
The conversations between the 

four circuits (Castleford, Ossett & 

Horbury, Pontefract & Normanton 

and Wakefield) are continuing. 

It has now been confirmed that all 

churches in the Castleford circuit 

have voted to become part of the new 

circuit along with those in Wakefield 

and Ossett & Horbury. Their circuit 

meetings have all agreed to join the 

new circuit. 

On 17 March, 7.30pm at 

Featherstone there will be an open 

meeting to discuss and ask questions 

about the new circuit. 

After the open meeting, each 

church will then hold an extra church 

council meeting to discuss and vote 

on whether they are in favour of 

joining the new circuitðours is on 8 

April at 7.30pm. However, this is a 

circuit decision, so there will be a 

vote at the June circuit meeting to 

make the decision whether the 

Pontefract & Normanton Circuit will 

join the new circuit based roughly 

upon the Wakefield Metropolitan 

District. 
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Meg Barratt  

As many people know my Mum 

died on 4th February 2010.  This is 

the editorial she had written for her 

church magazine 'Aspects'.  It was 

published in January just before she 

died and says much of what she 

would want to say about her 

faith.  She and Dad really enjoyed 

coming to Altofts Methodist Church - 

indeed Dad looks forward to being 

with us there for worship again.  He 

has told us how they both commented 

on the welcome they received and the 

calm but friendly atmosphere.  They 

particularly liked Altoftsô particular 

brand of child-friendliness. 

 Thank you all for your love, 

support and prayers throughout 

Mum's illness and in the time after 

her death. 

     Kate Sadler 

 

Editorial  

 

This new year that we are entering 

now, has for me, been dominated by 

our theme for this edition óTrustô. 

There are so many ways in which we 

exercise our trust ï in things, in each 

other , in God. 

I am setting forward into, not only 

a new year, but a new life I may well 

not have had, depending on the 

outcome of the treatment I received 

through my illness.  No-one knew 

what went wrong, why it went wrong 

or what might bring me back from the 

death that seemed to the medics very 

likely.  In fact they gave me a total 

cocktail of the contents of the 

pharmaceutical department and 

trusted , not knowing whether, any or 

all of this medication would achieve a 

positive result.  It was ónothing to 

lose timeô. 

Some, but maybe not all, also 

knew that this trust was backed by 

prayer.  It seemed that friends of mine 

and of my family and their friends all 

joined in support.  I am very grateful, 

even though Iôm not sure that God 

loves me or anyone the more or less 

because we pray for help, for 

ourselves or others.  I find this whole 

area a very difficult one but what I do 

know is how aware I was of people 

willing me to come through, giving 

my own certainty, that Iôd more to do 

in this world, extra strength.  A ring 

of faces was there around me, the 

brightest being that of Dr T whose 

smile on seeing me on the Sunday 

morning reached ear-to-ear in an 

unbelievable way.  He had been the 

terrier that wouldnôt let go, total 

determination, belief and trust that we 

could succeed, and we did -  a story 

of the triumph of trust in what 

modern medicine has to offer. 

A few days later a fellow patient, 

worried about her own approaching 

death, her son on the verge of 
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Mums and Toddlers  
"Toddler group got all dressed up 

to raise money for Morning 

Star.  Wearing fancy dress and 

holding a bring and buy style toy sale 

raised £120 for the project.  We all 

had lots of fun and a good cupboard 

clear out, and now we have lots of 

new things to play with.  What shall 

we do next?" 

Altofts Methodist Church 
 

20th Anniversary 
Palm Sunday - 28 March 

 

  10:45am   Family Service led by Rev. Marian Jones 

         Coffee and cake served after the service 
 

  6:00pm    Evening Service led by Rev. Marian Jones 

 

All Welcome 



Minister:     Rev. Barry Lotz 01924 311726 
        barry.lotz@gmail.com 
 
Senior Steward:  Mr. Tom Ferguson 01924 893004 
        tomferg80@googlemail.com 
 
Property Steward: Mr. David Whittingham 01924 891761 
(room bookings)  davidwhittingham@talktalk.net 
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Contact Details  

Church Activities  

Sunday Services  
 

8:30 am 
Monthly Communion Service 
(NB: Aprilôs service at 

Normanton) 
 

10:45 am 
Morning Service 
Junior Church 

This service will either be a 
Family Service or Junior 

Church will run at the same 
time. 

 
6:00pm  

Evening Service 
 

Please see the plan (opposite) 
for details of services and 

preachers. 

Please see the weekly notice sheet for details of the weekôs events. These 
are available in church or on the website at www.altoftsmethodist.org.uk 

Weekday Activities 
Mondays 
Mums and Toddlers: 9:15am 
Prayer Meeting: 11:30am 
Shell Group (Childrenôs group): 6:30pm 
 

Tuesdays 
Indoor Bowls: 7:00pm 
Women's Friendship Group (Monthly): 7:30pm 
 

Wednesdays 
Midweek Break (Fortnightly): 10:30am 
óLive at Homeô afternoon: 12:30pm 
Rosemary Conley: 5:30pm 
Table Tennis: 7:30pm 
 

Thursdays 
Indoor Bowls: 10:00am 
Mums and Toddlers: 1:15pm 
Cubs: 6:00pm  
Scouts: 7:30pm 
 
Fridays 
Pilates Classes from 5.45pm  
 

Saturdays 
Hailey Black School of Dance: 10:00am 

 7 Mar 14 Mar 21 Mar 28 Mar  

 Lent 3  Mothering Sun  Lent 5  Palm Sunday   

8:30 P Aitchison HC     

10:45 R Aitchison E Smith F* Lotz HC M Jones CA F^  

6:00 Miles R Aitchison WL M Jones CA  

 4 Apr 11 Apr 18 Apr 25 Apr  

 Easter Day  Easter 2  Easter 3  Easter 4   

8:30 Lotz HC at 
Normanton 

    

10:45 Cookson P Aitchison FC* Lotz WL F  

4:00    U @ Ropewalk  

6:00 Lotz HC Lotz P Aitchison HC No service  

 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30 May 

 Easter 5  Easter 6  Easter 7  Pentecost  Trinity  

8:30 P Aitchison HC     

10:45 Lawson Lotz F* Sadler FW J Heap F Lotz 

6:00 Bradley Miles Sweeting SOP Lotz HC U @ Baptist 

The Plan 
The details of Sunday services for March to May 2010 are detailed below. 

Copies of the full circuit plan are available from the foyer and can be 

downloaded from the website: www.altoftsmethodist.org.uk/plan.html. 
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A   Junior Church Anniversary 
C   Covenant Service 
CA   Chapel Anniversary 
CT   Christingle Service 
F   Family Service/All age worship 
FC   Family Service with Holy Communion 
FW  Fellowship Weekend 
H   Harvest Festival 
HC  Holy Communion 

M  Memorial Service 
SOP Songs of Praise 
U  United Service/Churches Together 
WL Worship leaders to take the service 
*  Coffee served and fair-trade stall after 
  the service. 
^  Coffee served after the service 
 

http://www.altoftsmethodist.org.uk/plan.html

