
Weekday Activities 
Mondays 
Mums and Toddlers: 9:15am 
Prayer Meeting: 11:30am 
Shell Group (Children‟s group): 6:30pm 
 

Tuesdays 
Indoor Bowls: 7:00pm 
Women's Friendship Group (Monthly): 7:30pm 
 

Wednesdays 
Midweek Break (Fortnightly): 
10:30am 
„Live at Home‟ afternoon: 
12:30pm 
Table Tennis: 7:30pm 
 

Thursdays 
Indoor Bowls: 10:00am 
Mums and Toddlers: 1:15pm 
Cubs: 6:00pm  
Scouts: 7:30pm 
 

Fridays 
Pilates Classes from 5.45pm  
 

Saturdays 
Hailey Black School of Dance: 
from 10:00am 
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Contact Details 
Minister     Rev. Barry Lotz    01924 311726 
        barry.lotz@gmail.com 
 
Senior Steward  Mrs. Hazel Millington  01924 892213  
 
Property Steward Mr. David Whittingham  01924 891761 
(room bookings)  
 
Notices/GTS   Mr. Tom Ferguson   01924 893004 
        tomferg80@gmail.com  

Sunday Services  
 

8:30 am 
Monthly Communion Service 

 
10:45 am 

Morning Service 
Junior Church 

This service will either be a 
Family Service or Junior 

Church will run at the same 
time. 

 
6:00pm 

Evening Service 
 

Please see the plan (page 5) 
for details of services. 

Please see the weekly notice 
sheet for details of the 
weekôs events. These are 

available in church or on the 
website at 

www.altoftsmethodist.org.uk 

Church Activities & Services 

Please 

check the 

notices as 

some 

groups 

close for 

the summer 

holidays. 
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ñNow when they saw the boldness 

of Peter and John and realized that 

they were uneducated and ordinary 

men, they were amazed and 

recognized them as companions of 

Jesus.ò Acts 4:13 

This is how Luke introduces 

readers to the reaction of the religious 

authorities to the preaching of Peter 

and John ï they are ordinary and 

uneducated people. It seems that the 

authorities take being ordinary and 

uneducated to mean that their opinion 

is not worth much. Such was the 

position then and such is the position 

now. 

People who either are or feel 

uneducated or ordinary worry about 

being neglected and feel they need to 

prove in some way or another that 

they are not ordinary. Some people 

like to think they are different, even 

when they are very much like the rest 

of us. 

The church in its wisdom calls the 

season after Easter (incorporating 

Whitsun and Trinity) Ordinary Time. 

We have now entered Ordinary Time 

and here we will remain till All Saints 

and then Advent on 28 November. 

The lectionary at the back of 

Methodist Worship calls this season 

Ordinary Time. But modern 

lectionaries call it ñSundays After 

Trinityò, a very grand title for 

Ordinary Time. It is as if Ordinary 

Time is not good enough for the 

season and a more suitable title is 

needed, something that makes this 

season more interesting, less 

ordinary. And, by the way, the season 

lasts for about 25 weeks. Well, if ever 

you want to impress people, put 

Trinity into the title. Thatôs sure to 

make an impression. 

But Peter and John are described 

as ordinary and uneducated. While no 

Ministerõs Letter 

Continued on page 2 
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Ministerõs Letter 

Church Family News 

virtue is made of their being 

uneducated or ordinary, yet the 

religious authorities are amazed when 

they recognize them as companions 

of Jesus. This is the single most 

important factor highlighted in the 

text. Not that they were companions 

of Jesus, but that the authorities 

recognized them companions of 

Jesus. 

The challenge for us to grapple 

with today is how may we be 

recognized as companions of Jesus? 

By what we say. Certainly. By how 

we behave. Definitely. What we do 

with our time and with our selves, 

these are some of the marks of being 

the companions of Jesus. 

This does not mean that we 

understand everything. Jesusô 

companions on the road to Emmaus 

did not understand everything. But 

when these companions told the 

disciples what had happened to them, 

the disciples recognized that Jesus 

had been their companion. 

Peter and John were recognized as 

companions of Jesus. From this 

everything else grew, and they 

claimed no credit for the reality of 

Godôs presence or for the growth of 

the church. They said this was all the 

work of God and they were simply 

the witnesses. Ordinary and 

uneducated people wi th no 

aspi rat ions to greatness  or 

recognition. Only to be recognized as 

companions. 

God grant that we too might be 

recognized as Jesusô companions. 

 

       Rev. Barry Lotz. 

Baptisms 

21 March 2010  Grace Elizabeth, daughter of Alex and Bea Cooke 

18 April 2010   William Alexander, son of Mark and Louise Chamberlain 

30 May 2010  Elizabeth Rose, daughter of Jason and Kerry Liddle 

 

Funerals 

5 March 2010  Clifford Carrington, aged 91 of Birkwood Road 

19 March 2010  Alan Cresswell, aged 80 of Oakwood Close 

10 June 2010  Lil Cook, aged 90 of Whin Dale, Normanton 
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Junior Church Anniversary and Prizegiving  
 

Sunday 11 July at 10.45am 
Family Service led by  

Rev. Wayne Grewcock  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee/tea/squash and cake served after the service  
 

All Welcome  

 
 
 
 

Churches Together in Altofts and Normanton 
 

Service in Normanton Park  
 

Sunday 29 August at 3.00pm 
 

All Welcome 



GTS June 2010 6 

òMeó Time in the Desert 

ñIf you climb to the top of those 

sand dunes you will be able to watch 

the desert sunsetò and so, as 

suggested by the tour guide we 

started climbing.  We reached what I 

thought was the top, but no, that was 

just the ñfirstò dune.   I decided I 

wasnôt going any further and after 

persuasion, the rest of the group left 

me and promised to collect me on the 

way back down.  I took a few steps 

over the brow of the sand dune into 

the dip of another dune and sat down 

in the sand.  I was utterly alone.   No 

one in sight.  Wherever I turned and 

looked sand and sand.  Peace.  I had 

nothing with me, no water, nothing to 

chew, no handbag, so nothing to play 

with or read or listen to, except the 

silence.   I was in solitary 

confinement with my thoughts.   

The desert plays an important part 

in both the Old and New Testaments.   

Elijah met God in the desert.   John 

the Baptist began his preaching in the 

desert.   Jesus spent forty days of 

prayer and fasting in the desert before 

He began His public ministry.   The 

period Paul spent in Arabia after his 

conversion was probably in the 

desert.     I began to wonder and  tried 

to imagine the hardships.   Certainly 

there would be no distractions. 

After a while I started singing a 

hymn, then I said prayers.   After this 

I made confessions and wept and 

prayed again.    I felt  a great 

thankfulness  from this unexpected 

blessed experience.  

Eventually the group returned 

extolling what I had missed.     I 

hadnôt missed anything, I had gained 

having had a privileged time of  

c o m m u n i o n ,  p e a c e  a n d 

contemplationé..and I told them 

Yorkshire has the best sunsets in the 

world anywayé. 

 

    Brenda Walmsley 

Could you write something to include in 
the September edition of GTS? 

 
Please let Tom Ferguson (email: tomferg80@gmail.com) 

have your contribution by Sunday 15 August. 
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New Circuit Update 
There has been much activity 

working towards a new circuit to 

bring together the four circuits: 

Castleford, Pontefract & Normanton, 

Ossett & Horbury and Wakefield. 

The aim is to have the new circuit 

up and running from the start of the 

Connexional year in September 2011. 

This has involved a number of 

meetings of various groups from the 

four circuits looking at the different 

aspects and issues that will need to be 

addressed in order for a smooth 

transition. Inevitably things will have 

been missed, but I think that we will 

be in a good position to launch 

successfully by September 2011. 

The other three circuits have 

already voted and  approved of 

creating the new circuit . We will be 

taking (or may have already taken) 

the vote at our June circuit meeting. 

Sunday by Sunday things will not 

change much. The major difference 

we might see is a wider variety of 

local preachers visiting us and the 

occasional sermon from an unfamiliar 

minister. 

At a circuit level however, we will 

be in a much better position to work 

out Godôs  mission in our part of the 

world. The fact that we will have the 

gifts and talents of more than 1800 

members to draw on and the 

experiences of 37 different churches 

immediately puts us at an advantage. 

If we here in Altofts decide we want 

to begin a new initiative, then it is 

likely that one of the other churches 

may have tried something similarð

therefore we will be able to draw on 

their experiences, rather than  going 

into something óblindô. It will help 

with youth work at a circuit level, 

providing a wider pool of talent to 

organise events as well as providing a 

larger group of young people 

enabling us to organise larger, more 

ambitious events and projects. 

If we join the new circuit we will 

be a circuit extending 17 miles by 15. 

We will have 37 churches, 1841 

members, 13.2 ministers, 64 active 

local preachers (thatôs 1.73 per 

church rather than the current  1.16 

per church in the Pontefract and 

Normanton circuit). The ratio of 

members to ministers is almost the 

same, improving slightly from an 

average of 142 members per minister 

to around 139. However, one of the 

key appointments we have been 

discussing is that of a circuit 

administrator who will help to 

improve communication across the 

circuit and take away some of the 

administrative roles that currently fall 

to the superintendents, freeing them 

up to do what they were called to do. 

Please hold in your prayers all 

those involved in the discussions 

between our circuits. 

     

Tom Ferguson 
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Womenõs Friendship Group 

Strawberry  
Cream Tea  

Saturday 10 July  
3.00 -5.00pm  

Altofts Methodist Church  
Admission £1.00  

 
All Welcome  

 6 Jun 13 Jun 20 Jun 27 Jun  

 10 Ordinary 11 Ordinary 12 Ordinary 13 Ordinary  

8:30 Lotz HC     

10:45 Cookson Lotz FC* Mumford Wooffindin  

6:00 J Heap Sweeting SOP P Aitchison HC WL  

 4 Jul 11 Jul 18 Jul 25 Jul  

 14 Ordinary 15 Ordinary 16 Ordinary 17 Ordinary  

8:30 P Aitchison HC     

10:45 R Aitchison Grewcock A* Lotz FC Bradley  

6:00 Wood Miles Owen Lotz HC  

 1 Aug 8 Aug 15 Aug 22 Aug 29 Aug 

 18 Ordinary 19 Ordinary 20 Ordinary 21 Ordinary 22 Ordinary 

8:30 Lotz HC     

10:45 Lotz Brook Wooffindin Lotz HC Walmsley 

6:00 Harrell P Aitchison Lotz HC Cookson 3pm U in Haw 
Hill Park 

The Plan 
The details of Sunday services for June to August 2010 are given below. 

Please note that the Churches Together service on 29 August is at 

3.00pm in Normanton Park, not as stated in the circuit plan.  
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A   Junior Church Anniversary 
CA   Chapel Anniversary 
F   Family Service/All age worship 
FC   Family Service with Holy Communion 
HC  Holy Communion 
P   Prizegiving 
SOP  Songs of Praise 
U   United Service/Churches Together 
 

WL Worship leaders to take the service 
*  Coffee served and fair-trade stall after 
  the service. 
^  Coffee served after the service 
 


